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5 7 2 1  INDEPENDENT PUBLICATIONS 

The Board o f  Educat ion respect s  the r i ght o f  pup i l s  t o  
expre s s  thems elves i n  wr itten word o r  picture and t o  di s t r ibut e  
printed mat erials  a s  part o f  that expres s i on ;  at the same t ime , 
the Board recogni z e s  that the exerc i s e  o f  that right i s  l imit ed 
by the right s o f  other members o f  the s chool c ommunity . 

For the purposes o f  thi s po l i cy ,  " pr int ed mat er i a l s " 
inc lude any wri t t en or print ed cards , letters , c i rcul ars , 
books , pamphlet s , not ices , newspapers ,  and s imi l ar mat eri a l s  
but d o  not include any publicat i on that i s  spons ored by thi s 
Board . 

Certain print ed mat erial s are not protected by a pupi l ' s  
right o f  free expres s i on because they vi olate the r i ght s o f  
others . The Board may ident i fy and prohibi t the di s t r ibut i on 
on s chool premi s es o f  pr int ed mat eri al s that are gros s ly 
pre j udi c ial t o  an ethni c ,  nat ional , religious , or rac i a l  group 
or to e ither gender ; l ibel any pers on or per s ons ; s eek t o  
e s t abl i sh the supremacy o f  a part i cular religious denominat i on ,  
sect , or po int o f  vi ew over any other ; advocat e the use or 
advert i s e  the ava i labi l i ty of any substance or mat erial that 
c ons t i tut es a direct and substant ial danger to the heal th o f  
pupi l s ; contain obs cenity o r  material otherwi s e  deemed t o  be 
harmful to impres s i onable pupi l s ; inc i t e  vi o l ence , advo c a t e  the 
use of forc e , or urge the violat i on of l aw or s choo l 
regulat ions ; advert i s e  goods or s ervi ces for the bene f i t  o f  
pro f i t -making organi zat i ons ; fai l to ident i fy the pup i l  
respons ible for distribut i on and the agent respons ible for 
reproduct i on ; s o l i c i t  funds for nons chool organi zati ons when 
such s o l i c i t at i ons have not been approved by the Board ; or 
promote , favor , or oppose any candidat e for elect ion to the 
Board or the adopt ion of any bond i s sue , proposal , or ques t i ons 
submi t t ed at any e l ect ion . 

No print ed mat erial s may be di stributed on s choo l  premi s e s  
that have not been submit t ed t o  the Principal for revi ew i n  
advanc e o f  their di stribut ion . Where the Princ ipal cannot 
show , wi thin two schoo l  days , why the mat eri a l s  are 
unprot e c t ed , or where unprotec t ed mat eri a l  is so modi f i ed as to 
be no longer unprotect ed ,  the printed material may be 
di s t ributed . Appeal from the det erminat ion of the Princ ipal 
may be made i n  accordance with Board pol i cy on pup i l  gr i evanc e .  
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The Board requires that the distribut ion of printed material 
take pl ace only at the places and during the t imes estab l i shed by 
rule i n  order not to disrupt the orderly operat ion of the 
educat i onal program . 

N . J . S . A .  2 C : 3 4 - 3  
N . J . S . A .  1 8A : 4 2 - 4  

Adopted : 3 May 2 0 0 4 
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