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K-12,	BALANCED	LITERACY	APPROACH	TO	
CURRICULUM

In	a	balanced	literacy	approach,	educators	plan	for	purposeful,	
authentic	experiences	in	both	reading	and	writing.	

To	support	this	approach,	our	curriculum	documents	now	balance	the	
following	in	language	arts	literacy:
• authentic	reading	&	writing	opportunities	
• student	choice	vs.	teacher	choice
• genres
• text	types
• text	complexity



NEW	CURRICULUM	UNITS
• All	curriculum	units,	K-12,	have	a	scope	and	sequence document	preceding	
all	unit	plans.	The	purpose	of	the	scope	and	sequence	is	to	ensure	
consistency across	all	buildings,	in	all	classrooms,	at	all	grade	levels.	

Each	unit	includes:
o Standards
o Rationale/Summary		
o Essential	Questions
o Enduring	Understandings.	
o Objectives:	Goals	&	Teaching	Points
o Common	Assessments
o Resources/Technological	Tools



Elementary	
Curriculum	

(K-6)

GRADE	2



Sample:	Grade	2Second	Grade	Reading	Growth	Spurt
Goal
● Readers will take charge of their

reading.

Essential	Question
● How do readers take charge of

their reading?

Enduring	Understanding
● Readers take charge of their

reading by making choices and
reading with purpose and
understanding.



Secondary	
Curriculum	

(7-12)

GRADE	9



Sample:	Grade	9
Writing:	Narrative	Nonfiction
Goal
● Writers generate ideas of whose 

true story needs to be told and 
why.

Essential	Question
● How do we choose which stories 

to tell and how do we capture 
those stories? 

Enduring	Understanding
● Writers choose stories that matter 

and capture those stories with 
compelling details.  



BENEFITS	OF	OUR	NEW	ELA	CURRICULUM,	K-12
• Allows	for	a	differentiated	approach	to	instruction

o Teaching	points	are	not	just	for	“whole	class	instruction”
• Provides	ample	opportunities	for	student	choice	in	reading	and	writing

o Independent	reading
o Book	clubs
o Student-selected	writing	experiences

• Promotes	thinking	and	discovery	through	conversation	and	reflection
o Partnerships	
o Reading	&	writing	notebook
o Use	of	mentor	texts

• Values	and	supports	students	growth
o Feedback

• Professional	development	will	support	teacher	implementation


