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Rel igious Hol idays 

8 8 1 0  RELIGIOUS HOLIDAYS 

The Board o f  Educat ion recogni zes the acknowl edgment of  
rel igious hol idays in the publ i c  s chool may be a source of  
community concern . It i s  a goal of the district educat i onal 
program to teach mutual understanding and brotherhood and 
respect for group dif ferences .  In pursuing thi s goal , the 
educat ional program may recogni ze that various rel i gious groups 
celebrate di f ferent hol idays with di f ferent prac t i ces . 

In the acknowledgment or observance o f  any rel igious 
hol iday, the Superintendent shall ensure the s chool and/or 
s chool of f i c ial s do not mandate ,  organi ze , part ic ipate in an 
o f f i c ial capaci t y ,  endorse , persuade , compel , prevent · or deny 
part i c ipat ion in const itut ionally protected prayer or rel igion 
in violat ion of  the governing principles of  the First  Amendment 
of the United S tates Constitut ion . Consis tent with these  
principles , the Superintendent shall ensure : 

1 .  No wor ship 
sponsored by 
the s chool 
clergyman ; . 

or rel igious service o f  any kind i s  
the s chool district and conducted during 
day ; whether or not conducted by a 

2 .  Rel igious exhibits or displays include onl y  materi al s  
that are a neces sary or integral part o f  the 
curriculum ;  

3 .  Any rel igious mus i c  played i s  selected primari ly for 
i t s  art i s t i c  content ; and 

4 .  Any acknowledgment of a rel igious hol iday nei t her 
advance s  nor inhibi t s  any particular rel igious sect or 
rel igion cons i stent with the governing principles  o f  
the First  Amendment of the United S tates  Const i tut i on .  

U . S . Const i . ,  First Amendment 
N . J .  Const i . ,  Art . 1 ,  '4  
United States Department of Educat ion - Guidance on 

Const i tut i onal ly Protected Prayer in Publ i c  Elementary 
and Secondary school s 
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